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.' . 
CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE ABSENTEE·
 

SHAWNEE TRIBE OF INDIANS OF OKLAHOMA
 

PREAl\1BLE 

'We, ,the members of the Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of Indians of 
Oklahoma, in order to promote our common welfare and to secure 
to ourselves and our descendants, therights , powers and privileges 
offered .by the Thomas-Rogers Oklahoma. Indian Welfare Act, 
approved J une 26, :1.936 (49 Stat: 1967') do.establish this organization 
and adopt the 1911owing'Constitution and By-laws pursuant to that 
Act. ,'. " ·r ..''. 

Armor,» I -NAME 
" , ~ 

T he name of this organizl'l.tion shall be known as tile Absentee-
S hawnee Tribe of Indians 'of 0klahoma., · . 

• l 

ARTICI,E II-MEMBERSHIP OF T RInE 
, ., ,­

S ECTION 1. The membership of the Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of 
I ndians of Oklahoma shall consist-of the following persons: 

(a) All persons of India n blood enrolled oil the official census roll 
of die Tribe as of .Ianuarv 1. 1937. 
. (b) 1\..11 children bornto 'any member ?f the Tr ibe after January ,II 
1. 1937 who are of Absentee-Shuwnee Jndian blood; . . I 

. SEO. 2. The Council shall have power to prescribe rules and regula­
t ions, subject to th e approval of the Secretary of the Interior, COY­

ering fu ture .mcmber!,hip including adoptions and, the loss of 
membership , - . . ' , 

ARTICLE III-ME~lBER8HIP 01' COUX CIL • .
 
- . ' 

The supreme governing body of the Tribe shall be the Absentee­
Shawnee Council. " The membership of the Conncil shall be all the 
members of the Absentee-Shawnee .Tribe. both males and females 21 
years of age and older. " , 

, A RTICLE IV- O f 'Fl eERs 

• SECTIO," r, The officers of this T ri be shall be the Chairman " Vice­
C~ljl.iI:m'aI~l Secretary,-Ti:e.a~mreI; lId two C~mpcilinen , clecfed l)y the 
membership of the Council. The term of office shall be for two years : 
Provided, That the present officers 811311 sene until their successors 
are elected and installed. 

I 

ARTICLE V-Co~nn'ITF'''};s 

S ECTION 1. There shall be a Business Committee which shall con­
sist of the officers and councilmen as provided in Article IV. This 
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Committee shall have the power to appoint subordinate committees 
/and representatives, to t ransact business and otherwise speak or act 

on behalf of the Tribe in all matters on which the Tribe is empowered 
to act. The powers of the Tribe shall be set forth ill detail in the 
corporate cha rter to be reques ted by the Business Committee. ' 

SEc. 2. Orieoomoe Oommiitee.-Th is Committee shall consist of 
three members who shall be elected by the membership of the Cou ncil 
and shall no t incl ude an y members of the Bu siness Committee. The 
term of office shall be for tw o years. 

ARTICLE VI-ELECTIONS 

Thefirst reg ular elect ion of officers and members of the Grievance 
Committee shall be held within 30 days after the adoption of this 
Constitution and By-laws, and, thereafter) regular elections ' will be 
held on the third. Monday ' III J une of each second year under rules 
and regulat ions prescribed by the Business Committee. . . 

ARTICLE VII-VACANCIES 

Vacancies in any elective office" shall be filled for an unexpired 
term by appointment of the Business Commit tee. 

ARTICLE VIII-RE:l-lOVAL OF OFFICERS 

'Dhe Grievance Committee shall invest igate complaint s of miscon­
duct in office of members of the Business Committee and upon a 
proper showing shall call a special meeting of the Council to act 
upon uch complaints. The COuncil shall have power , by a: majority 
vote, after giving' the accused a hear ing, to remove him from .office, 

ARTICLE IX-BILL OF RIGHTS 
.' 

SEOI'ION 1. All members of the Tribe shall enjoy without hin­
drance, .freedom of worsh ip, conscience, speech, preSs, assembly and 
association. 

Sso, 2. This Cons titution shall not in any way al ter, abridge, or 
otl~erw:ise jeopardize the rights and pr ivileges of the mC!'1pers of this 
Tribe as.ciuzens of the State of Oklahoma 01' Of tile United States. 

Sro. 3. The individual vested property rights of any member of 
the Tribe shall not be al tered abridged, ~r other wise. affected by the 
provisions of this Constitution and By-ll1.\YS without the consen t of 
such individualmember. ' 

.SEC. 4. Nothing' contained in this Constitut ion shall be construed. 
lis a su rrender by t he Tribe of existing aide and services extended by 
the United States or the State of Oklahoma to the T ribe, StICh as 
health service, education, extension service, etc. ' . 

ARTICLE X -Al'>fEKD?fENTS 

Amendments to this Constitution and the attached Bv-laws may 
be p~opo~d by a majority voteof the Business Committee 01'_by a 
petition SIgned 15y 30 per cent of the adult members of the T ribe, and 
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if approved by the Secretary of the Interior, shall. be submitted to 
a :referendum vote of the adult members' of the Tnbe, and shall be 
-effecti ve if approved by a majority vote. 

BY-LAWS OF THE ABSENTEE-SHAWNEE TRIBE OF INDIANS OF ' 
OKLAHOMA ' . 

ARTICLE I -DUTIES OF OFFICERS . 

S:ECTION 1. The Chairman shall preside at all meetings of the ~ 
Cquncil .an.a of the Business ; Committee. He shall liave general 
supervision of the affairs of the Council and of the Business Com­
·m i~.tee an9- shall perform all. dut ies ap pertaining to the office of 
(Jhairman. . ·' . . 

Sib. 2. 'J1he Vice-Chairman , in the absence of the Chairman, or 
during procedure to. remove- him shall perform the du ties of that 
-office. t . _-: . 

. SEC. 3: The ~epJ:efury-'f-re;lsnrer shall cor rectly record the-proceed­
In'Wi of all meetmgs. He shall make out the. order of ..the·busmess 
for the Ghainnan, 'shall notify all committees of their appointments , 
shall pave. cnstpdy of the records and all papers of the Council, 
which records ana papers shall he open to inspection at any; time, in 
his-presence, by any member of the Council desiring to read them. 
He .hall keep a correct list of all members of the Council shall 
autlienticate all accounts or orders of the Counci l and, in'the .absence 
of theChairman and Vice-Chairmansshall call the meeting' to ~r.der 
Jllltil a . Chairm an pro tern IS select-ea. He shall render a WrIt,ten 
report at the annual meeting a!ld at the ex pirat ion of his term of 
office the records and all papers inhis possession shall be .turn ed 'o" er 

' to his successor. He shall issue notices of all meetings and conduct 
all general correspondence, as directed by the Council or the Business 
0ommittee~ . He shall receive all moneys of the Council a nd keep 
an a~ura~.acCoullt of recei pts and disbllrSCl~ents. · . 

The 'S ecretary-Treasurer shall keep all tribal rnoneys.,.,entr usted to 
his care i n a special account and. al l' disburselnents therefr9m'should 
be made bv check! ' At anv time that such account shall amount to 
more than "$50 he shall file"a bond satisfactory to the Business Com­
mittee and the Commissioner. of I ndian Affairs. The cost: of 'such 
bond shall be paidout of tribal moneys. . . 

ARTICLE II-Q,u ALIFICATION. OF OFFICERS 

Any; person elected to membership on the Business Committee 
shall Be not less than 21, years of 'age and a mernPeD ,of the AQsentee­
Sha.wnee Tribe of Indians of Oklanoma. At the time of his elec­
~iOl~, l~e .shall be an, actual r~i~ent of the .Shawn~ ~ldia~ Agency 
) url sd!ct~on: . ~~y person holding an elective office removlllg from 
the said jur isdicfion shall automatically lose office. . 

ARTICLE I II-MEETlloms 

SEcTrO'N 1. ::Annual meetings of the Council sliaIl be held on the 
third Monday in June of each year for the purR.ose of .receiving 
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-r eports and transacting any otherbusiness which may come regularly 
..beforethe Council. , . 
I 

SEC. 2. Special meetings of t he Council may be ca lled at the dis­
cretion of the Chairman; an d shall be ca lled by him upon the written 
request of a majority of the Business Committee or upon the written 
request of 50 members of the Tribe: Provided, That at least ten days' 
notice, shall be given in each instance, 

Sso, 3. The principal object of a, special Council meeting must be 
stated in the call for same and may include the words "and for the 
transaction of other business that may be p resented ." :Unless these 
words arc added no other business may be t ransacted except for the 
object 'sta ted in the call. 
., ", Sse, 4. Unless otherwise provided by resolution, the regular meet ­
ings of the Business Committee shall be held on the third Monday hi. 
'~ept.ember, D ecember, March, and June of each J ear. 
t: SEC. 5, Special meetings of the Business Committee may be called 
by the Cha irman at his discretion, and shall be called by him upon 
the written request of three members of the Business Committee. ~ , 

SEC. 6. Unlesssome other point under the Shawnee Age11CY juris­
diction is designated in the call or notice, all meetings of the Council 
and of-the Business Committee shan be held at the Shawnee Indian 
Agency. . - < 

t 
AnrICU: IV-QuORtm 

SEdrION ~. Forty members of the Council shall constitute-a quorum 
to transact business at any meeting. " . ' 
- SEC. 2. T hree members of the Business Committee shall constitute 
a quorum to tr ansact business 'at any meeting." 

' I . ­
ARTICLE V - ADOPTION .. ''- , 

This Constitution and By-laws shall be effective whe~L ap ~rove:d 
b:y t.he Secretary of the Intorior and ra tified by !! maj ori ty of the 
Indians of .,the Absentee-Sh awnee T ribe of Old ahqma . voting at an 
election called Uy the Secretary of tile 'I nterior unde'r the regulations 
which he may prescribe pursuant ,to sect ion 3 of. the Oklahoma I ndian 
WeHare Act of June 26, 1936, prov ided, that at least 20 pel' cent of 
the eligible voters vote in said election. . 

. 1. Ha rry Slattery, the Acting Secretary of the I nterior of the 
Un ited States of America, by virtue of the,authority granted me by 
the .Ae,t. of J une 26, 1936 (49 Stat. 1967), do hereby approve the 
at tached Constit ution and Bv-laws of the Absent ee-Shawnee Tribe 
of Indi ims,of OklaHoma. .. 
. Ail officers and employees of the I nterior Depar tment-are ordered 
t o abide by the pro visions of the Said Consti tution and By-laws. 

Approval recommended October, 0, 1938. 
F. H. D .UKER,· 

Acting Commissioner of I ndwlfl Al!ai rs. 
, - HARRY SLATIERY. 

A cting Sec-reta"r'Jj of the Interior. 
[~E.-\ L] 

WASHINGTO);", D. C., October 18, 1938. 



5 

CERTIFICATION OF ADOPTION 
. , 

Pursuant to an order, approved October ' 18 ~ 1938 by the Acting 
Secretary of the "I nterior , the attached Constitution and By-laws . 
was submitted for ratification to the members of tho Absentee­
Shawnee Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma and was on December 5, 1938 
duly approved by a vote of 121 for, and 50 against! in an election 
in which over 20 per cenc of those entitled to vote cast their ballots, 
pursuant to section 3 of the Oklahoma Indian ·Welfare Act of June 
26,1936 (49 Stat. 1967). 

TII01\(.4.8 B. HOOD, 
Ohair'11l..(JJJ!, BU:8ines8 Uommittee. 

THOMAS ,Yo AU'Olm, -Ir., . 
Secretaru, Business Omnm)ttee. " 

A. C. HECTOR, 
Superintendent, Shawnee Indian Agen()"Jj. 

o 


