ABSENTEE SHAWNEE TRIBE OF OKLAHOMA

CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE STUDY GROUP (CCSG)
2025 S. GORDON COOPER DRIVE

SHAWNEE, OK 74801

November 19, 2019

Re: Comment period for New AST Constitution (Deadline 12/13/19)

Tribal Members of the Absentee-Shawnee Tribe,

The Constitution of the Absentee-Shawnee Tribe has long needed to
be revised. A draft Constitution is being provided to you with an
opportunity to comment, ask questions, and make suggestions. The new
Constitution provides a “separation of powers” in creating a tribal
legislature, a system of “checks and balances” between the Executive branch
(Governor, Lieutenant Governor) and the Legislature, defines the
responsibilities of the Attorney General, and further empowers the
members of the tribe by providing a process to remove or impeach elected

officials if ever needed.

The Constitution Committee Study Group (CCSG) has been studying
and working on this project for you for a long while. It is now your turn to
give us your advice and thoughts, as well as for the CCSG to answer any
questions. The deadline to submit your comments is Friday, December 13,

2019.
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These are the members of the CCSG and they welcome you contacting them:

1. DANNY LITTLE AXE, SR. CHAIRMAN
danlittleaxe2@gmail.com  405-835-5008

2. KATHY DEERE VICE-CHAIRMAN
shwneturtle@gmail.com 405-637-8248

3. SHIRLEY ADKINS SECRETARY/TREASURER
renee_adkins@att.net 405-778-9353

4, JERRY J. LITTLE AXE MEMBER
N/A 405-596-1996

8. MELFORD SWITCH MEMBER
mel.switch@att.net 405-788-5542

8. BETTY L. WATSON MEMBER
blwatson915@yahoo.com 405-761-6958

7. WYNONA COON MEMBER
wcoon@astribe.com 405-481-3506

8.  Judge Robert D. Gifford Legal Advisor
Robert.Gifford@GiffordLawyer.com (405)778-4647

Again, the deadline to submit any comments, suggestions, or questions is

Friday, December 13, 2019.

We are also including an “Executive Summary” for your review that
summarizes some of the highlights of the changes. We want your input,
advice, and questions so that we can create a Constitution that will carry

on for many generations, empower the tribal members, and to create a
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government that will be held accountable. Please write your questions on

the next few pages and return them to:

Absentee-Shawnee Tribe

Attn: Constitution Committee Study Group
2025 S. Gordon Cooper Drive

Shawnee, OK 74801

It was the goal to create a “living and breathing” document that will
serve the tribe over time without having to revise and re-do it again. We
need your input, questions, and comments in making this the Constitution
that best represents the Absentee-Shawnee Tribe, and we need your
participation in voting on whether to approve of this new Constitution or

not.
We look forward to getting your questions, comments, and
suggestions. Again, the deadline to submit any comments, suggestions, or

questions is Friday, December 13, 2019.
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